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I wish to thank Prof. Kozai for making this training a
reality. On behalf of our agency, I would like to thank
Gunma Tenmondai for the equipments that you have
donated us. I am sure that these equipments will go a
long way and will definitely help towards our new goal of
revitalizing astronomy in the Philippines.

I also wish to thank the person who prepared my
training schedule and saw to it that it was accomplished
on time. He also scheduled my interviews with Gunma
TV and JOMO Newspaper as well as brought me to a
small telescope factory in Saitama. I would like to thank
my trainers for being so unselfish and very patient in
sharing their knowledge. A thanks also goes to all the
people who helped in the renovation of our spectrograph
and in attaching a CCD. I know that this is not an easy
task considering that most of them have to attach and
detach these equipments, which are very heavy. To all
the people who accompanied me in my official tours,
Thank you very much.

I am also very thankful to all Gunma Tenmonadai staff
for making my 7 months and 5 days stay here fruitful and
memorable. Thank you for taking very good care of me. I
wish to thank the entire Administrative staff for taking
care of all my needs. I also wish to thank the people who
took turns in picking me up and bringing me back to the
guesthouse and also some of them who went up with me
at the 522 stairs and some even comforted me when we
chanced to meet some snakes. Actually one of them even
sent his wife to pick me up when he got sick. I also wish
to convey my sincerest thanks to those who took turns in
making my weekly shopping. I wish to thank the man
who allowed me to use the telephone of the guesthouse in
making international calls as well as accompanied me to
Gunma Prefectural Office to meet the officials and make a
courtesy call. To the person who brought me to the
doctor when I was sick and also accompanied me to a
Catholic church my heartfelt thanks.

Likewise, I would like to thank the two people who
treated me like their own daughters. The first one who
together with his wife remembered my birthday and
bought me a cake. The second one who patiently



observed with me, offered to bring me up to the
Tenmondai, brought me to dinners at Aragon when
bentou is not available and opened the windows of the
guesthouse during summer so that I will not feel too hot.

I am also thankful to my room neighbors at the
guesthouse for being so kind in answering my phone calls
even during the early morning hours. To all of you who
had been so patient in talking with me in English,
bringing with you your dictionaries just to be able to
communicate with me, thanks a lot. Maybe this is the
reason why I didn't learn enough Nihon-go because you
learned English so fast that you overtook my rate of
learning your language. To all the people who had been
so thoughtful in giving me the smallest things such as a
cactus plant with a yellow flower, apples, cakes and even
chewing gum, I will always cherish these memories
forever. My thanks also goes to the people who brought
me to some beautiful places in Gunma and even
introduced me to soba.

Lastly, I wish to thank Kurata san's family, particularly
his wife Junko, for being such real friends. Thank you for
sharing your precious time with me in bringing me to
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different places to have a glimpse of your country and a
taste of your Japanese food which will always make me
reminisce all the good memories of Japan. Thank you for
treating me like a member of your family. Special thanks
also goes to Kinugasa san's family for bringing me to their
church and also to Mine, the wife of Prof. Kozai, for being
such a nice friend.

In going home, I have mixed feelings. I am happy and
excited because I will be with my family again and sad
because I will be leaving my Gunma Tenmondai family
behind. Really, the trouble with hello is goodbye. When
you say konnichiwa, you have to say sayonara. But I don't
want to say sayonara but still jya mata because I know
that this is not the end but just a beginning of a new
cooperation between Gunma Tenmondai and PAGASA. 1
hope that if ever I will be given a chance to visit Japan
again, I can still pass Gunma Tenmondai and be
welcomed. And please remember that although Japan is 4
hours away from my country, I am only one click away
through your emails. So to all of you, domo arigatou

gozaimashita.
(Cynthia P. Celebre (PAGASA Weather Bureau))
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