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Gunma Astronomical Observatory and |

Hakim L. Malasan

Two years have passed since | set foot in Maebashi city at Gunma Prefecture, with the honour bestowed upon
me to join the working force at the planned Gunma Astronomical Observatory. Although graduated from an
university in Japan, at that time | knew next to nothing about the working system of the land, and the working
ethics was partially a mystery. Little did | know that the follwing two years would be one of constant discovery,
enrichment and a little hardship.

Needless to say, that at present time of a rapidly changing international environment where nations become
more interdependent on each other, knowing each other and fostering understanding and mutual confidence are
the strong foundations for forming close linckage among nations. The role of the newly built Gunma Astronomical
Observatory reflected by its two functions ( Clearing house in astronomy as well as research observatory ) and
supported by its advanced infrastructure and hardwares should be obvious to everybody, extending from public,
school pupil and teacher up to scientist. In this regard, internationalization is one of factors that inevitably must
be experienced by the Observatory. | was so pleased to learn that on many occasions within this two years, a
number of foreign astronomers visited the Observatory and interacted with the researchers. They should bring
back with them the impression they had at the Observatory. This information couriers will certainly spread the
Observatory's symbol to a wider audience throughout the world and thus, | believe, the "international seeds"
planted now will thrive and remain in bloom to grow.

It is often said that one should not let working interfere with one's personal development. This could not be
more true in my case. | learnt more about the working society by living in it than from all the books | had read put
together. | realized that in a Japanese society there were rather few written rules. The unwritten rules governed
one's life to a large extent. Among things that can be attributed to this are responsibility, cheer-up feeling and
atmosphere of being together. Somehow every Japanese knew all about these unsaid things and could live by them.
This lifestyle gives a sense of predictability to the things
that happen around here but also provides a sense of
continuity stability and distinctiveness of being
Japanese.

So after all this, where do | stand? Academically, |
have had the opportunity to meet and interact with
some of good people in the field and do joint work.
Socially, | have lived in a society which is so unlike
mine, and experienced things that can be definitely
labelled Japanese by any standards.

Now that it is time to leave, | do not feel that | am
leaving Gunma permanently. It still seems more like a
holiday away from here. Indeed, | and my family left our
heart in Gunma Prefecture and its Observatory.
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